
 

 

MEETING EUROPEAN UNION PESTICIDE REGULATIONS 

Raising awareness of pesticide regulations and their application to cocoa crops 

 

European Commission Regulation (EC) N°/396/2005 concerns Maximum Residue Levels (MRL) of 

pesticides permitted in foodstuffs. It has significant implications for cocoa producing countries.  Both 

producers and consumers shared concerns early on that the industry was not ready to deal 

effectively with all the requirements of the regulation and that additional research and 

communication was needed. There was little useful data about pesticide residues in cocoa, or how 

these translate into consumption levels in final foodstuffs. 

The overall objectives of the project were;  

 to gain a better understanding of the extent and nature of chemical use (notably pesticides) 

for cocoa production in West Africa,  

 to utilise this knowledge to inform and empower efforts to improve on current chemical 

practices,  

 to help safeguard production and supply,  

 to highlight appropriate chemical use and to ensure that Maximum Residue Levels (MRL) are 

not exceeded in cocoa consignments.  

This project has resulted in the production of a wide range of materials which can be used by all 

cocoa stakeholders, and in particular, producers. Data has been shared at international meetings 

and is freely available from the European Cocoa Association. Data produced during the project has 

been used in a  Manual on Safe Pesticide Use in Cocoa* by Roy Bateman from Imperial College (UK) 

and is being used by producer countries. The project mainly targeted Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 

and Nigeria as these are the main suppliers to the European market. 

The project has addressed these issues by: 

 Gathering information on the supply and use of chemicals, notably pesticides, by using in-

country surveys. (Information was supplied by those involved in production, transport, 

storage, processing and export of cocoa. Information given included the source and supplier 

of chemical products, where & why chemicals were used, and who used them.) 

 Identifying the active substances in the chemical products.  



 
 Initiating awareness raising activities on new legislation and its implications for the use of 

agro-chemicals. 

 Initiating awareness raising activities on chemical practices that are no longer appropriate. 

 

 

Organisation European Cocoa Association 

Contact Person Mrs. Isabelle Adam  

Designation Contact Person General Secretary 

Address Place des Maïeurs 2,  
Box 3,  
B-1150 Brussels,  
Belgium 

e-mail Isabelle.adam@eurococoa.com 

Telephone + 32 2 662 00 06 

website www.eurococoa.com 

Partners  Caobisco (Association of the Chocolate, Biscuit & 
Confectionery Industries of the EU) 

 CAB International (CABI), Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, 
TW 20 9TY 

 The national cocoa research institutes of Ghana (CRIG), 
Nigeria (CRIN), Côte d’Ivoire (CNRA) and Cameroon (IRAD) 

 

* Available to download from: 

http://www.dropdata.org/cocoa/Cocoa_pesticides_manual_Ed2.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This project was implemented with financial support from the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation in the 

Netherlands. The financial support was made available from the subsidy programme for sustainable development of the 

cocoa and chocolate sector (also known as ‘the Buffer Stock Fund”). The responsibility for the implementation of the project 

and its outcomes lies with the project partner(s). The outcomes of the project do not necessarily reflect the views and 

opinions of the Ministry. The Ministry is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained in this 

project summary and other documents related to this project.   
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